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Chinese people in Africa  
are threating of kidnapping 
by GeoTrends Team
Kidnappings of Chinese nationals 
in Africa have been reported across 
the continent over the years. These 
incidents occur in regions where 
there are significant Chinese 
investments, such as in infrastructure 
projects, mining operations, and oil 
exploration 
CONTINUE READING

The new “weapons” of geopolitics are opening  
a Pandora’s box for the global economy
by GeoTrends Team
A new generation of “weapons” of mass destruction made its 
appearance after the end of the pandemic. It is about the sanctions 
imposed by the states, which is not based on economics, but on 
geopolitical data
CONTINUE READING

Christophe Tytgat: 
“The Greek example should be a source  
of inspiration for other EU Member States”
Interviewed by Athanasios Katsikidis
The Secretary General of the Shipyards’ & Marine Equipment 
Association of Europe (SEA) on the European maritime industrial 
strategy, how Europe can regain the ability to shipbuilding and  
the revival of the Greek shipbuilding industry
CONTINUE READING

EU NAVFOR & Sea Industry seek common ground
by GeoTrends Team
The fifteenth Industry Strategic Meeting was organised by 
the European Union Naval Force (EUNAVFOR) Operation 
ATALANTA and was co-chaired by EUNAVFOR ASPIDES and 
the Combined Maritime Forces (CMF) with Operation AGENOR 
as special guest
CONTINUE READING

Kåre Press-Kristensen:
“Let’s think about  
the great story …  
The cruise ships  
in the Piraeus port  
will get their energy 
from the sun”
Interviewed by Afroditi Ermidi, 
Panagiotis Frountzos

    I. Sea 	

The US-China rivalry is shifting  
to global trade by sea 
by GeoTrends Team
The White House decided to investigate China’s maritime, logistic 
and shipbuilding practices. US announces new actions in order to 
protect US steel and shipbuilding industry from China’s practices
CONTINUE READING
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l The geopolitical developments recorded in the Eastern 

Mediterranean over the last few years and the successive 
crises that have taken place in the region create a volatile 

environment. 
The new energy routes that have been planned for a long time 
have been the fuse that has triggered a series of developments 
that have aroused the lively interest of the whole planet. 
All of these affects in many ways and at many levels the 
transport networks in a geographical area with a strong footprint 
in maritime transport. 
GEO-Trends seeks to document geopolitical developments in the 
region, examining the strategic moves of states and their impact 
on security and stability.
Both shipping and infrastructure are central to our analysis. 
We study current trends and challenges facing the shipping and 
port industries, from trade flows and maritime transport to 
environmental impacts and technological innovations.
In addition, we explore the political and economic situation 
of the region, documenting economic policies, investment 
opportunities and growth prospects. 
Our aim is to provide our readers with a comprehensive picture 
of the dynamics shaping the Eastern Mediterranean and equip 
them with the knowledge necessary to understand the new 
environment. 
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China’s advance in the Balkans and Central Europe
by GeoTrends Team
For about a decade, China has been actively investing in the Balkans 
due to their geostrategic position and their proximity to the 
European market. Now Beijing’s next stop is Central Europe
CONTINUE READING
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Turkish expectations for  
key role in “Via Carpathia”
by GeoTrends Team
Turkish Minister of Transport and 
Infrastructure Abdulkadir Uraloğlu 
has announced that his country is 
ready to join and cooperate on the 
“Via Carpathia” Highway Project, 
which will be extended from 
Lithuania to Istanbul
CONTINUE READING

Med and Black Sea / Middle East Gulf  
and India markets 
by Iakovos (Jack) Archontakis, Commercial Director TMC MARITIME CO., 
     Dr. Fotios - Evangelos Karlis, Maritime Executive and Consultant

The dry bulk cargo market continued to show downward trends 
in the last week compared to the previous one, with single-digit 
declines in all sizes. 
CONTINUE READING
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The ghost of a future port in Bagamoyo
by a special correspondent/Source: www.contestedports.com/
On the coast of Tanzania, 59 kilometers north of the port of Dar Es 
Salaam, the project of a mega-port, which aspires to be the largest in 
the Indian Ocean, has been haunting the country’s political scene
CONTINUE READING

Piraeus Cruise Terminal:  
“A living project,” Hardalias emphasized
by GeoTrends Newsroom
Regional Governor Nikos Hardalias attended the ITB China 2024 
Conference in Shanghai from May 27 to 29, reaching agreements 
with Chinese participants. In between the meetings Hardalias paid 
a visit to the COSCO Shipping facilities
CONTINUE READING

New problems for Frontex
by GeoTrends Team
A research by the ARD programme “Reschke Fernsehen” shows 
that the European border protection agency Frontex is experiencing 
considerable problems in setting up the first armed unit in the 
history of the European Union
CONTINUE READING

Levent Yılmaz in Yeni Şafak: 
“Greece violates US sanctions against Russia”
by GeoTrends Team
Turkish columnists, such as the academic Levent Yılmaz of the Yeni 
Şafak newspaper, accuse the US of two measures and two weights  
on the issue of sanctions against Russia 
CONTINUE READING

European shipowners welcome Council  
call for a competitive maritime sector
Source: ECSA  
European shipowners welcome the call by Member States on the 
need for a European maritime industrial strategy that supports  
the competitiveness of the maritime sector
CONTINUE READING

EU Blue Economy report 2024
by GeoTrends Team
The European Commission has published its report on the Blue 
Economy 2024. In the critical area of shipbuilding and ship repair  
it directs attention to two points which need more attention  
and analysis
CONTINUE READING
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The Senior Advisor for the non-profit organization Green Global 
Future describes the port of Piraeus as the European champion  
of air pollution due to shipping and cruise
CONTINUE READING
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