
GeoTrends 
by WestEnd

11/10/24 

Issue 2

Geopolitics | Sea | Land | Economy | Security | Port2Port | Interviews

    III. Interview	

    II. Politics

    I. Geopolitics 	

Israel, Lebanon, and beyond:  
Can a regional war be avoided?
by Sotiris Mitralexis
The dual war front of Israel in Gaza and Lebanon, the internal 
pressure exerted on Netanyahu, the sense of insecurity that is 
beginning to spread within Israeli society, the role of the USA  
and Iran
CONTINUE READING

Is Europe’s driving forces 
out of steam?
by Ino Afentouli
Will the Barnier government in 
France be sustainable? Will the 
governing coalition in Germany 
withstand the rise of the AfD? 
Will a potential Trump victory in 
the upcoming U.S. presidential 
elections affect European affairs?
CONTINUE READING

Norman Roule: 
“The Houthis and Iran now have the capacity  
to touch the global economy”
by Athanasios Katsikidis
The Senior Advisor to the Counter Extremism Project, “United 
Against Nuclear Iran, the Nuclear Threat Initiative”, Norman Roule 
talks about the developments in the Middle East and how these 
affect future geopolitical reclassification as well as global shipping
CONTINUE READING

Proposals to enhance the competitiveness  
of European maritime
by GeoTrends Team
The competitive European shipping sector is the key to Europe’s 
security and to a strong maritime industrial cluster, which 
constitutes a significant geopolitical advantage for the Old 
Continent
CONTINUE READING

Yannis Stournaras: 
Measures must be taken  
to return ships to the Greek Register
by GeoTrends Team
Yannis Stournaras, Governor of the Bank of Greece, urged for 
measures to increase the number of ships in the Greek registry, 
emphasizing their crucial role in balancing the country’s trade 
deficit and supporting external financing needs
CONTINUE READING

Biden-Harris vs. Trump:  
Who boosted U.S. oil and gas exports more?
by Valerie Thomas / Source: gcaptain.com
The United States is producing more oil and natural gas today  
than ever before, and far more than any other country. So, what 
roles did the Trump-Pence and Biden-Harris administrations  
play in this surge?
CONTINUE READING

The trade relationship between Greece  
and the State of Qatar (2022): An analysis
by Greek Society of Qatar - Subcommittee of Business
On the occasion of the visit of the Amir of the State of Qatar 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani to Greece, we present the  
latest figures (2022) concerning the trade relationship between 
Greece and Qatar
CONTINUE READING

A “balancing act” in times of multipolarity
by Angeliki Vrettou
Turkey’s application to join the BRICS bloc raises the question  
of whether Ankara’s strategy represents a temporary adjustment  
or a long-term realignment
CONTINUE READING

Concern in Europe  
over a new wave  
of Palestinian refugees
by GeoTrends Team
Europe braces for a new wave 
of Palestinian refugees, raising 
security concerns, especially in 
Greece, where rising arrivals  
cause tensions
CONTINUE READING

Should Europe  
invest more in  
its security?
by GeoTrends Team
If the Europeans wish to 
support the Western way of 
life, then they must invest 
in their defense, as the 
Americans are determined to 
redirect resources, focusing on 
their competition with China
CONTINUE READING

Growing threats  
to Israeli and  
Lebanese ports
by GeoTrends Team
The conflict between Israel 
and Hezbollah is escalating, 
increasing security threats 
for ships approaching the 
ports of Haifa and Beirut. The 
likelihood of direct attacks and 
a naval blockade is high
CONTINUE READING
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ria
l Recent tensions in the Middle East, coupled with 

Israel's anticipated response to Iran's ballistic missile 
attack, have ignited a new and unpredictable round 

of confrontation in the region. Hezbollah's near-daily 
bombardment of Haifa, home to Israel's largest port, is 
raising concerns across the network of ports in the Eastern 
Mediterranean, where vessels destined for Israel routinely 
pass.

Meanwhile, the U.S. pre-election race has intensified, 
limiting America's capacity to intervene in the escalating 
Israel-Iran conflict.

Amid this uncertainty, global maritime trade faces the 
challenge of keeping vital shipping lanes open. Despite 
ongoing Houthi attacks in the Red Sea, ships continue to 
transport goods and raw materials between East and West. 
However, the future remains uncertain as the conflict 
unfolds, leaving many to wonder what challenges lie ahead 
for the maritime industry.
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The overlooked racial vector in the upcoming  
U.S. presidential elections
by Dimitris B. Peponis
A profound analysis of the racial dimension in recent American 
elections, as well as in the upcoming electoral contest. In the end, 
they are not just the hillbillies turning to Trump
CONTINUE READING

GIG requests increased transparency
by GeoTrends Team
The Cargo Integrity Group calls on IMO to encourage efforts  
for greater security in container transport
CONTINUE READING

The prospects of Piraeus:  
A port city in the 21st century
by Afroditi Ermidi & Panagiotis Frountzos
Piraeus, Greece’s largest port, stands at a crossroads as it grapples 
with environmental, social, and economic challenges. With rapid 
development reshaping the city, local stakeholders demand 
sustainable strategies to balance port growth with residents’  
quality of life
CONTINUE READING
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Buttigieg  
to ocean carriers:  
Cut the extra fees
by GeoTrends Team
U.S. Transportation Secretary 
Pete Buttigieg urges ocean 
carriers to revoke surcharges
CONTINUE READING

Dry Bulk Market Mixed as Capes Surge
by Iakovos (Jack) Archontakis, Commercial Director TMC MARITIME CO. 
     Dr. Fotios - Evangelos Karlis, Maritime Executive and Consultant
The dry bulk cargo market extended its positive trend, with Capes 
gaining 14.05%. However, Panamaxes saw declines, particularly  
in the Atlantic, while Ultramaxes and Handies closed the week  
in positive territory
CONTINUE READING


