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The Indian Corridor: New ambitions, old risks
by GeoTrends Team
Modi’s Washington visit secured defense and energy deals but 
faced Trump’s tariff threats. Meanwhile, Greece, Israel, and Cyprus 
strengthen regional ties, betting on connectivity projects amid 
shifting U.S. priorities
CONTINUE READING

Terrified that peace might break out: Have  
European leaders completely lost their minds?
by Sotiris Mitralexis
European leaders suffer from “Imaginary American Voter 
Syndrome,” misreading global politics through a U.S.-centric 
lens, escalating tensions with Russia despite U.S.-Russia peace 
negotiations. Nuclear escalation and diplomatic paralysis deepen 
Europe’s strategic miscalculations
CONTINUE READING

MEP Maria Zacharia  
on COSCO in Piraeus: 
Geopolitical dynamics, 
environmental  
challenges, and  
the role of the EU
by Panagiotis Frountzos
On February 19, GeoTrends 
attended the European 
Parliament’s PETI Committee 
session on COSCO’s activities 
in Piraeus. MEP Maria Zacharia 
discusses the geopolitical, 
economic, and environmental 
impacts of the Chinese 
company’s expansion
CONTINUE READING

Irregular migration in the EU and U.S. policies 
challenges and strategies 
by Marios Kaleas
Management of irregular migration in the European Union and 
the United States of America: a common geopolitical issue with 
different components, divergences and uniformities in terms  
of the policies applied on the two continents
CONTINUE READING

Indonesia’s BRICS move:  
Diplomacy at its finest or a calculated shift?
by Samsudin Fauroni
Indonesia takes a bold step by joining BRICS, strengthening ties 
with China while keeping its Western partnerships intact. Is this  
a masterstroke in diplomacy or a strategic realignment?
CONTINUE READING

INSIGHTS IN GEOPOLITICS & SHIPPING – NEWSLETTER

    IV. Analysis	

    V. Analysis	

Analysis  |  Geopolitics  |  Sea  |  Land  |  Energy  |  Security  |  Interviews

Ed
ito

ria
l Kazakhstan’s oil rebellion:  

OPEC+ in turmoil, shipping on edge

K azakhstan, the unassuming giant of Central Asia, is 
rewriting OPEC+’s playbook. With its Tengiz oil field 
pumping at record levels, the country has blown past its 

production quota, sending shockwaves through the oil cartel and 
leaving global shipping to navigate uncharted waters.
Chevron’s expansion of Tengiz has turned Kazakhstan into 
OPEC+’s problem child. In February, the country produced 2.12 
million barrels per day (bpd), overshooting its 1.468 million bpd 
quota by a staggering 300,000 bpd. This isn’t just a slap on the 
wrist - it’s a full-blown rebellion. Tengiz alone accounted for over 
900,000 bpd, a 45% surge from 2023, thanks to Chevron’s Future 
Growth Project.
OPEC+’s carefully calibrated strategy is now in disarray. The 
cartel’s planned April output increase of 138,000 bpd looks 
laughable next to Kazakhstan’s 363,000 bpd surge in February. 
Russia, OPEC+’s co-pilot, is already threatening to derail the plan, 
citing plummeting oil prices. Brent crude, down 13% since January, 
is feeling the heat.
For the shipping industry, this is a double-edged sword. Lower 
oil prices mean cheaper bunker fuel, a boon for shippers’ bottom 
lines. But the oversupply-induced volatility could disrupt freight 
rates, making it harder to predict costs. And if OPEC+ retaliates 
with production cuts later this year, the resulting price spikes 
could erase any short-term gains.
Geopolitics adds another layer of complexity. Most of 
Kazakhstan’s oil flows through the Caspian Pipeline Consortium 
(CPC) to the Black Sea. Any disruption - say, from regional 
tensions - could force costly reroutes, squeezing shipping margins 
further.
Kazakhstan’s defiance is more than a hiccup; it’s a crack in 
OPEC+’s armor. The cartel’s unity, always fragile, is being tested 
like never before. For shipping, this means navigating a market 
where predictability is a relic of the past.
In the end, Kazakhstan’s oil gambit is a reminder that in global 
energy, the only constant is chaos. And for shipping, adapting 
to this new reality will require more than just steady hands - it’ll 
demand a taste for the unpredictable. After all, when the rules are 
broken, the game changes. And right now, Kazakhstan is holding 
all the cards.
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