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II. Geopolitics

    I. Politics	

Tech oligarchs and billionaire rule: 
Trump’s dystopian cabinet takes center stage
by GeoTrends Team
Donald Trump’s latest inauguration unveiled a government of 
billionaires supported by tech oligarchs, conjuring a surreal dystopia 
straight out of Hollywood. It’s not fiction—it’s America
CONTINUE READING

Trump’s foreign policy: 
Navigating 
a multipolar world
by Angeliki Vrettou
Trump’s reelection signals a 
shift in U.S. foreign policy. 
His “America First” doctrine 
prioritizes national interests 
in a multipolar world shaped 
by alliances, conflicts, and 
economic rivalries. What does 
this mean globally?
CONTINUE READING

Is war between Israel and Türkiye on the cards 
after the fall of Syria? 
Trump 2.0 and the regime change roulette
by Sotiris Mitralexis
Israel and Türkiye face a complex post-Assad Syria, navigating 
heightened tensions, regional ambitions, and NATO dynamics. 
Despite strategic rivalries, large-scale conflict remains improbable 
amidst shifting geopolitical landscapes 
CONTINUE READING

From alliances to rivalries: Navigating Turkish- 
Israeli relations in Syria’s fragmented future 
by Dimitris B. Peponis
The fall of the Assad regime in Syria is analyzed through the lens 
of Türkiye-Israel relations, offering fresh insights into the shifting 
Middle East geopolitics
CONTINUE READING

The fall of Syria: 
Causes, implications, repercussions 
by Sotiris Mitralexis
The fall of Assad’s regime in Syria reshapes Middle Eastern 
geopolitics, ushering in chaos, rivalries, and shifting strategic 
balances
CONTINUE READING

The Gulf Arab states’ 
strategic shift: 
A new era in Middle 
Eastern geopolitics 
and maritime 
configurations? 
by Dimitris B. Peponis
The Gulf Arab states are 
reshaping Middle Eastern 
geopolitics, pivoting from U.S. 
reliance towards China, India, 
and regional partnerships, 
while adopting a neutral 
stance amidst escalating Israel-
Iran tensions
CONTINUE READING

The geopolitical significance of COSCO’s 
presence in Piraeus
by Maria Zacharia
Maria Zacharia, member of the European Parliament, explores the 
dangerous geopolitical implications of COSCO’s control over the 
Port of Piraeus and its impact on Greece, the EU, and NATO
CONTINUE READING

Climate change and shipping navigating the storm
by Iakovos (Jack) Archontakis, Commercial Director TMC Shipping
Amid global trade uncertainties, China accelerates efforts 
to stabilize its foreign trade sector, focusing on green trade, 
e-commerce, financial reforms, and visa policies, fostering  
growth in a volatile economic environment
CONTINUE READING

Global shipping alliances reshape 
trade routes in 2025
by GeoTrends Team
Starting February 2025, global shipping alliances are undergoing 
transformative shifts, with key mergers, new partnerships, and 
operational shifts changing the global shipping landscape
CONTINUE READING

Maritime industry in 2025: Key trends 
in technology, sustainability, and global trade
by Iakovos (Jack) Archontakis, Commercial Director TMC Shipping – 

Dr. Fotios - Evangelos Karlis, Maritime Executive and Consultant
The maritime industry is transforming rapidly. From autonomous 
vessels to green shipping, evolving regulations, and geopolitical 
changes, discover the critical trends reshaping global shipping 
operations for a competitive and sustainable future by 2025
CONTINUE READING

China 2025: 
Opportunities and risks in a pivotal year
by GeoTrends Team
As we enter 2025, the Year of the Snake, China stands poised for a 
transformative year. With economic stimulus measures taking hold 
and potential structural reforms on the horizon, the nation faces 
opportunities and challenges that will shape its future
CONTINUE READING

Germany’s economic outlook for 2025: 
Opportunities, risks, and challenge
by GeoTrends Team
Germany’s economy faces a turbulent 2025 with structural hurdles, 
high energy costs, and global competition, but opportunities for 
adaptation and growth remain
CONTINUE READING

Ten steps to navigate the energy transition in 2025: 
A practical guide for a sustainable future
by GeoTrends Team 
Explore a practical 10-step guide to navigate the energy transition in 
2025, unlocking opportunities in clean energy technologies, growth, 
and profitability
CONTINUE READING

VI. Market

B i m o n t h ly  n e w s l e t t e r

Ed
ito

ria
l D onald Trump’s second presidency began with a symbolic 

gesture: an invitation to Chinese President Xi Jinping to 
attend his inauguration. Although Xi did not travel to 

Washington, he sent Vice President Han Zheng, signaling that 
Beijing, despite tensions, seeks to keep communication channels 
open.
Han’s visit was not merely symbolic. He met with U.S. Vice 
President J.D. Vance, as well as leading business figures like Elon 
Musk, leveraging diplomacy through trade. Meanwhile, Trump—
known for his hardline stance—surprised many by pledging 
to delay enforcement of the TikTok ban, leaving room for 
negotiation.
This is a delicate balancing act. On one hand, Trump speaks of 
increased tariffs and stricter controls. On the other, he flirts 
with the idea of a visit to China. For the shipping industry, these 
developments bring both challenges and opportunities, as the 
stability of maritime routes will depend on the moves of these two 
global powers.
2025 begins with contradictions, risks, and expectations. Rhetoric 
and pragmatism coexist, leaving us to wonder: will actions follow 
words?
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China’s strategic balancing act in post-Assad Syria
by GeoTrends Team
China’s pragmatic ties with Assad’s Syria face new realities after his 
fall. How will Beijing recalibrate its Middle East strategy?
CONTINUE READING

Michail Ignatiou: 
“The prospective Secretary of Defense, 
Pete Hegseth, is a personal obstacle for Erdoğan”
by Athanasios Katsikidis
Michail Ignatiou analyzes Trump’s election, discussing its 
implications for Greek-American relations, Greece-Turkey 
dynamics, and the potential role of the Greek-American lobby 
in shaping U.S. foreign policy
CONTINUE READING
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