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    I. Security	

A new era of deterrence: How Russian Oreshnik 
missiles are reshaping warfare, geopolitics,  
and (hopefully for us all) diplomacy
by Sotiris Mitralexis
The Oreshnik missile and Putin’s address signal a new era in 
warfare, blurring nuclear-conventional lines. Western military 
leaders assess implications, but political leaders and the public  
lag behind in understanding
CONTINUE READING

Evaluating Russian threats to the UK: Hypersonics, 
cyberwarfare, and lessons from Dnipro
by GeoTrends Team
Russia’s November 21 missile strike on Dnipro reveals advanced 
threats facing the UK, from hypersonic missiles to hybrid warfare. 
Here’s how Britain must respond to safeguard its security
CONTINUE READING

Sotiris Raptis on the future of European shipping: 
Digitalization, decarbonization,  
and global trade risks
by Athanasios Katsikidis
The European shipping industry is undergoing a profound 
transformation, driven by digitalization and decarbonization. ECSA 
Secretary General Sotiris Raptis discusses challenges, opportunities, 
and the role of EU policies in shaping this future 
CONTINUE READING

Sustainable shipping in Piraeus: Tackling  
air pollution for a cleaner, healthier future 
by Kåre Press-Kristensen, Senior Advisor, Green Global Future
Air pollution in Piraeus, largely from ships, poses serious health 
risks. Urgent action is needed to reduce emissions, improve 
air quality, and protect public health through cleaner shipping 
solutions and shore power infrastructure
CONTINUE READING

America awakens to the reality  
of waterborne logistics 
by GeoTrends Team
As China’s strategic expansion of ports reshapes global trade routes, 
the U.S. faces a critical wake-up call to modernize its maritime 
infrastructure. Can America close the gap while balancing its 
domestic and global objectives?
CONTINUE READING

India and China’s  
border pact:  
Progress amid complex 
geopolitical tensions
by Angeliki Vrettou
India and China reached a 
milestone border agreement 
at the BRICS Summit, 
addressing LAC disputes. 
While a positive step, 
historical grievances and 
geopolitics still challenge 
lasting peace
CONTINUE READING

The rise of China in (some) numbers
by Sotiris Mitralexis
China’s rise represents an unprecedented transformation, reshaping 
the global economy, geopolitics, and technology. Understanding this 
shift is essential for anyone involved in international affairs  
and tracking global power structures
CONTINUE READING

Navigating the risks  
of a new China - U.S.  
tariff war under 
Trump’s second term
by GeoTrends Team
China faces critical economic 
decisions as Donald Trump’s 
proposed tariffs in 2025 threaten 
to upend U.S. - China trade. 
Potential counterstrategies, 
including currency devaluation, 
carry global implications
CONTINUE READING

China’s foreign trade: Strategic dominance  
in an uncertain world
by GeoTrends Team
Amid global trade uncertainties, China accelerates efforts 
to stabilize its foreign trade sector, focusing on green trade, 
e-commerce, financial reforms, and visa policies, fostering  
growth in a volatile economic environment
CONTINUE READING

Biofuels in shipping: Can they fuel a green future  
or are they just a band-aid?
by Iakovos (Jack) Archontakis, Commercial Director TMC Shipping
Biofuels are emerging as a promising solution to reduce shipping 
emissions, but their high costs, environmental impact, and engine 
compatibility raise key challenges for the industry’s green future 
CONTINUE READING

Panama Canal faces critical choices 
amid Rio Indio dam controversy
by GeoTrends Team
The Rio Indio dam project, proposed to address Panama Canal’s 
water challenges amid climate change, faces intense scrutiny over 
environmental and social impacts, risking potential delays 
CONTINUE READING

Stable Mediterranean freight market,  
Middle East sees optimistic signs
by Iakovos (Jack) Archontakis, Commercial Director TMC Shipping 
     Dr. Fotios - Evangelos Karlis, Maritime Executive and Consultant 
Freight rates stay steady in the Mediterranean, with Western routes 
outperforming. The Middle East Gulf and India show early signs  
of recovery, driven by new cargoes
CONTINUE READING

    VIII. Market

B i m o n t h ly  n e w s l e t t e r
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ria
l A s the world wrestles with overlapping crises, Europe’s 

political and economic strategies appear increasingly 
disconnected from the demands of the moment. In 

Ukraine, Europe has yet to outline a coherent and sustainable 
peace plan, opting for fragmented support that prolongs the 
suffering. Meanwhile, in Israel’s dual war against Hamas and 
Hezbollah, Europe’s response reflects strategic indecision, lacking 
a clear path toward meaningful resolution.
The challenges are compounded by Donald Trump’s recent re-
election and his upcoming inauguration in January 2025. His 
promises of protective tariffs threaten to further destabilize 
Europe’s trade-reliant economy. Simultaneously, China’s focus on 
eradicating poverty and strengthening domestic growth presents 
a striking contrast to Europe’s fixation on bolstering the euro at 
the expense of citizens’ living standards. Overregulation and fiscal 
rigidity continue to stifle entrepreneurship, deepening stagnation.
Adding to this precarious landscape is the escalating political 
crisis in France. With the Barnier government teetering on the 
brink of collapse, French ten-year bond yields now exceed those of 
Greek bonds—an unprecedented reversal. The ongoing budgetary 
impasse has prompted dire warnings from key figures, including 
Court of Auditors President Pierre Moscovici, who described the 
current economic situation as “dangerous.” Prime Minister Michel 
Barnier has cautioned that the financial markets face looming 
turbulence.
France’s predicament, if left unchecked, threatens to ripple 
across Europe, exposing deeper vulnerabilities in the Eurozone’s 
cohesion. Rather than tackling such systemic challenges, Europe 
remains distracted by voluntarist ideologies that prioritize 
abstract goals over pragmatic solutions.
Europe must pivot to policies grounded in logic and realism to 
safeguard its stability and relevance in an increasingly volatile 
world.
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How Panama’s new regulations  
impact Greek shipping

The unstable foundations of British and French 
governance: War and domestic crisis
by GeoTrends Team
Domestic instability threatens governance in Britain and France, 
with economic woes and weak militaries complicating potential 
confrontations with Russia. Can these nations balance internal 
and external pressures?
CONTINUE READING

Securing the Black Sea:  
The battle for maritime stability
by GeoTrends Team
The Black Sea remains a volatile maritime zone. As Russia mines 
strategic channels and employs shadow fleets, regional and global 
trade face escalating threats. Can diplomacy and strategy keep 
trade lanes open?
CONTINUE READING

    VI. Economy	

Unpacking the 2024 U.S. elections:  
Winners, losers, and the path ahead
by Dimitris B. Peponis
2024 U.S. elections: Republican sweep signals major political shifts 
amid polarisation and challenges for Democrats to rebuild coalition
CONTINUE READING

How China’s 2024 economic policies set the stage 
for 2025 growth and stability
by GeoTrends Team
China’s 2024 economic policies mark a strategic shift toward 
medium-term stability, focusing on systemic reforms rather than 
short-term stimulus. Analysts are optimistic for continued growth, 
driven by domestic demand and global recalibration
CONTINUE READING


